
13 October 2006 
Kelly Cobeen S.E. 
251 Lafayette Circle, Suite 230 
Lafayette CA 94549 

 
California Building Standards Commission 
2525 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 130 
Sacramento, CA  95833 
 
 
Attn: Thomas L. Morrison, Deputy Executive Director 
 
Re: Proposed Amendment to HCD Adoption of 2006 IBC 
 
CC: Doug Hensel, District Representative II, California Department of Housing and   

     Community Development, Division of Codes and Standards 
John Diebold S.E., chair, SEAOC Seismology 

 
 
Dear Mr. Morrison: 
 
The attached proposed amendment to IBC Section 1613.1, Exception 1 was developed by the 
SEAOC Seismology Committee to address a perceived gap in the 2006 IBC seismic design 
provisions. This amendment was submitted to HCD in April 2006, but has not been included in 
the Express Terms, dated 22 August 2006.  
 
I request that this amendment be considered for incorporation into the California Building Code. 
Please see the attachment for details and reasons. I would be happy to discuss any questions or 
comments. 
 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
 
Kelly Cobeen S.E. 
(925) 284-4518 
(925) 708-0143 cell phone 
Kelly@cobeenassociates.com   
 



Department of Housing and Community 
Development 

 

2007 California Building Code 
Development and Adoption Project 

 
 

Stakeholder Comment Form 
 
Use the TAB key to move from question to question.  The form will accept input in the shaded 
areas only.  
• Shaded boxes can be filled by clicking the mouse button or hitting the space bar.  
• Shaded text areas (indicated by >) will accept any amount of text and graphic material, in 

the full MS Word editing environment.  To move from a text input area, use your mouse. 
 
When finished: 
• Save this file to your computer for your records. 
• Send to HCD by email or fax. 
• Submit any additional supporting information or documentation by email or fax with this 

form. 
 
Submit to the email or fax number at the end of this form.  Please be sure to include a cover 
sheet identifying the purpose of your fax and send Attn: 07Code Project. 

 
 

Section 1 
Stakeholder 
Recommends 

Please select one of the following choices and explain in section 2 
 New Amendment – Your proposed language must be in underline format.  Enter your 

proposed language below. 
 Retain Amendment unchanged 
 Retain Amendments with changes – Your proposed language must be in strikeout and 

underline format.  Enter your proposed language below. 
 Repeal 
 No Recommendation 

 
Please select all of the appropriate that may apply and enter the Section number. 

 Proposed NEW Section:         
 IBC Section to be amended or deleted:  Sec. 1613.1, Exception 1  
 Existing CBC Section:         

> Proposed new or revised language   
Replace current exception 1 language with the following: 
 
1. Detached one- and two family dwellings assigned to Seismic Design Category A or B.  Detached 
one- and two-family dwellings assigned to Seismic Design Category C, when braced entirely by 
light-frame shear walls, and meeting the dead load limitations of Sec. 2308.2, Item 3.1. 
 



 

Section 2 
Nine Point 
Criteria 

Please answer each of the following regarding the amendment, based on the California Building 
Standards Law Nine Point Criteria:  
For information on the Nine Point Criteria, go to the Stakeholder Instructions and Guidelines.  
NOTE: Points 2, 8 and 9 are not listed as they are HCD administrative functions. 

Point 1 It conflicts, overlaps or duplicates the IBC or its referenced standards  
       Yes   No    No Position 
Explain your YES answer below: 

> Point 1 Commentary   
      
 

Point 3 It is required by the public interest (health, safety or welfare) 
        Yes    No    No Position 
Explain your answer below: 

> Point 3 Commentary   
The proposed California Building Code will impose significant seismic design requirements for 
structures in Seismic Design Category C for other than one- and two-family detached dwellings. 
These include limitations on the seismic force systems that can be used and detailing 
requirements. For example, there are 16 seismic force-resisting systems listed in ASCE 7 Table 
12.2-1 that are not permitted in SDC C for other occupancies, but would be permitted for 
dwellings.  
 
It is not appropriate to exempt one- and two-family dwellings from seismic design, if this results in 
their posing a higher hazard than other occupancies. The proposed language recognizes that in 
SDC C, light-frame shear wall dwellings should not pose a significant seismic risk since design 
for wind load will result in a roughly equivalent shear wall system. For heavier systems that may 
be used in one- and two-family detached dwellings, including concrete or masonry walls or heavy 
veneers, it is appropriate to require seismic design.  
 

Point 4 It is fair, and is not arbitrary or capricious   
        Yes    No    No Position 
Explain your NO answer below: 

> Point 4 Commentary   
      
 

Point 5 It shows a favorable ratio of cost to benefit   
        Yes    No    No Position 
Explain your answer below: 

> Point 5 Commentary   
      
 

Point 6 It is clear and objective   
       Yes   No    No Position 
Explain your answer below: 

> Point 6 Commentary   
The proposed provision uses existing IBC weight limits that are already used to identify buildings 
of lesser seismic concern. 
 



Point 7 It fills a need due to inadequacy of the IBC or its referenced standards:   
 Scope of IBC or referenced standard            Does    Does not    No Position  

 address specific aspects for construction within HCD's jurisdiction 

• IBC model code or referenced standard           Does    Does not    No Position 
 fulfill statutory performance objectives for buildings within HCD's jurisdiction 
Explain your answers below: 

> Point 7 Commentary   
Unless modified, the IBC language does not address seismic safety of one- and two-family 
dwellings in a manner consistent with the stated purpose of the IBC. 
 
 

Section 3 
Rational and 
Justification  

Please provide the rational and justification for any NEW proposed 
amendment: 
(Text area will accept any amount of text or graphic material) 
 
See Point 3, above. 
   

 

Section 4 
Views 
Represent 

You must answer the following before submitting your comments. 

 My responses represent my views as an individual 

 A consensus of members of an organization I represent  

Name 
John W. Diebold, SE,  Chair - SEAOC Seismology Committee 
Name of organization (please include any acronym)  
Structural Engineers of California (SEAOC) - Seismology Committee 

Address 1414 K Street, Suite 260 

City Sacramento State CA Zip 95814 

Phone (916) 447-1198 Fax (916) 932-2209 

Email jdiebold@echeloneng.com   

 
Government Code Section 11346(b) An agency that is considering adopting, amending, or repealing a regulation may consult with 
interested persons before initiating regulatory action pursuant to this article. 
 
Health and Safety Code Section 17921(a) Except as provided in subdivision (b), the department shall propose the adoption, 
amendment, or repeal of building standards to the California Building Standards Commission pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 
4 (commencing with Section 18935) of Part 2.5, and the department shall adopt, amend, and repeal other rules and regulations for 
the protection of the public health, safety, and general welfare of the occupant and the public governing the erection, construction, 
enlargement, conversion, alteration, repair, moving, removal, demolition, occupancy, use, height, court, area, sanitation, ventilation 
and maintenance of all hotels, motels, lodging houses, apartment houses, and dwellings, and buildings and structures accessory 
thereto. Except as otherwise provided in this part, the department shall enforce those building standards and those other rules and 
regulations. The other rules and regulations adopted by the department may include a schedule of fees to pay the cost of 
enforcement by the department under Sections 17952 and 17965. 
 
(b) The State Fire Marshal shall adopt, amend, or repeal and submit building standards for approval pursuant to the provisions of 
Chapter 4 (commencing with Section 18935) of Part 2.5, and the State Fire Marshal shall adopt, amend, and repeal other rules and 
regulations for fire and panic safety in all hotels, motels, lodging houses, apartment houses and dwellings, buildings, and structures 
accessory thereto. These building standards and regulations shall be enforced pursuant to Section 13145 and 13146; however, this 
section is not intended to require an inspection by a local fire agency of each single-family dwelling prior to its occupancy. 



 

 
To Contact HCD 
 

Tel (916) 445-9471 
Fax (916) 327-4712 
 

e-mail: 07codeproj@hcd.ca.gov 
 

Web: HCD, Division of Codes and Standards, SHL Home Page: 
 http://www.hcd.ca.gov/codes/shl/  
 

2007 California Building Standards Code Development Project: 
 http://www.hcd.ca.gov/codes/shl/07codeadoptproj.html 
 
 


